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<JOOD  AND  EVIL— BLESSING  AND 
CURSING. 

Mr.  Editor, — Haviug  noticed  in  your 
Magazine  some  questions  proposed  for  so¬ 
lution  by  D.  C.  P***  ;  and  in  a  subse¬ 
quent  number  an  answer  to  the  same  by 
B.  W. ;  I  have  had  my  mind  called  up 
to  the  general  subject  therein  embraced. 
\nd,  although  what  Mr.  B.  W.  has  said 
iu  answer  to  D  C.  P.  is  sufficient  to  an¬ 
swer  the  purpose  of  any  intelligent  Uui- 
versalist,  yet  I  apprehend  it  may  not  be 
unprofitable  to  those  less  acquainted  with, 
and  those  opposed  to  the  scheme  of  uni¬ 
versal  reconciliation,  for  me  to  offer  the 
result  of  my  reflections,  on  the  subject  of 
good  and  evil,  blessing  and  cursing. 

It  is  well  known  that  Universalists  main¬ 
tain  that  the  wicked  shall  not  go  unre¬ 
warded — that  all  shall  be  chastened  or 
punished  according  to  their  works — that 
he  that  doeth  wrong  shall  receiv'e  for  the 
wrong  he  hath  done,  and  there  is  no  re¬ 
spect  of  persons;”  and  there  are  many 
among  this  sect  who  consider  all  punish¬ 
ment  confined  to  this  life  according  to  the 
expression— “  The  righteous  shall  be  re¬ 
compensed  in  the  earth,  much  more  the 
wicked.”  The  destruction  of  the  antede- 
luvians  in  the  deluge  is  considered  a  cas¬ 
tigation  inflicted  upon  them  for  their  gross 
wickedness  and  moral  degeneracy.  “  But, 
(says  the  objector,)  if  they  were  to  be 
swept  by  the  flood  from  a  state  of  trial, 
disappointment,  suffering,  sickness  and 
woe,  that  they  might  be  escorted  by  a  con¬ 
voy  of  angels  to  the  realms  of  glory  to  en¬ 
joy  a  perpetuity  of  bliss,  how  could  it  be 
•'onsidered  an  evil,  a  punishment,  or  a 
curM  ?  If  bappinesa  after  death  is  the  in¬ 
heritance  of  all  intelligences,  and  man  ex¬ 
periences  a  sudden  transition  from  this  sub¬ 
lunary  world  of  wretchedness  and  woe,  at 
the  dissolution  of  nature,  to  a  world  of  pure 
and  heavenly  beatitude,  was  it  not  a  curse 
rather  than  a  blessing  to  Noah  and  his  fam¬ 
ily,  to  have  their  lives  prolonged  on  the 
earth  that  they  might  remain  in  this  vale 
of  tears,  and  experience  all  the  evils  and 
perplexities  incidental  to  human  life,  when, 
bad  they  suffered  the  same  fate  as  the  res¬ 
idue,  they  would  have  been  basking  in  the 
sunshine  of  seraphic  fruition  ?” 

Every  theological  thesis  should  be  bas¬ 
ed  upon  the  character  and  attributes  of 
<3od,  and  in  every  religious  disquisition 
these  should  be  our  guide  and  director. 


In  the  examination  of  every  religious  prin¬ 
ciple  or  opinion,  we  should  judge  of  its  pro¬ 
priety  or  impropriety  from  its  coincidence 
or  disagreement  with  the  unalterable  per¬ 
fections  of  the  Deity.  Without  this  role 
we  may  dispair  of  ever  coming  to  the  truth. 
In  order  then  for  us  to  proceed  consistent¬ 
ly,  it  is  requisite  for  us  to  introduce  the 
charactar  and  attributes  of  God,  for  a  foun¬ 
dation  on  which  to  build  our  premises,  and 
for  a  square  to  govern  us  in  our  deduc¬ 
tions. 

All  the  evidences  that  prove  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  Being  we  call  God,  also  prove 
his  infinity.  It  is  a  settled  axiom  among 
ali  theorists  that  the  supreme  intelligent  au¬ 
thor  of  ail  things  is  infinite  in  every  attri¬ 
bute  of  his  nature  ;  consequently  must  be 
independent  of  all  causes  and  effects  that 
exist  separate  from  himself.  Being  supe¬ 
rior  to  all  other  objects  and  beings,  and  de¬ 
pendent  on  nothing,  he  can  be  moved  by 
nothing,  changed  by  no  time,  operated  up¬ 
on  by  no  power,  and  eflected  by  no  finite 
being.  His  all-seeing  eye  of  prescience, 
surveying  the  wide-spread  universe,  grasp¬ 
ing  in  its  embrace  all  present,  past  and  fu¬ 
ture  things,  forever  shuts  out  of  his  divine 
mind  every  cause  of  disappointment,  con- 
tingence  and  casualty — consequently  the 
actions  or  conduct  oi  any  creature  cannot 
effect  the  God  of  nature.  Therefore  the 
iniquity  of  man,  his  violation  of  law,  or 
disobedience  of  his  commands,  cannot  met- 
amoiphose  one  infinite  principle  Into  anoth¬ 
er  ;  for  this  would  presuppose  the  Deity 
to  be  operated  upon  by  finite  objects,  and 
that  he  is  dependent  on  his  works,  being 
actuated  by  them,  and  not  independent  of 
them,  which  is  a  species  of  Atheism  de¬ 
stroying  his  infinity.  Since  it  follows  that 
a  being  self-existent  must  be  paramount  to 
all  other  beings,  and  independent  of  all 
things,  it  is  obvious  that  the  governing  at¬ 
tribute  of  his  own  mind  must  be  the  mo¬ 
ving  cause  in  all  his  operations.  As  God 
is  infinite  in  all  his  attributes,  so  he  must 
be  unlimited  in  all  his  holy  and  heavenly 
perfections ;  consequently  if  benevolence 
is  an  inherent  principle  of  his  nature,  it 
must  be  boundless,  extending  to  all  objects 
and  things,  grasping  in  its  embrace  all  in¬ 
telligent  and  sensitive  beings,  excluding  at 
once  from  his  bosom  all  caprice,  hatred,  an¬ 
ger,  malevolence  and  cruelty, (&  rice  rer- 
sa) — for  it  would  be  as  morally  impossible 
for  two  principles  diametrically  opposite  in 
their  natures  to  occupy  a  seat  in  the  mind 
of  an  infinite  being  at  the  same  time,  as  it 
would  be  for  two  natural  substances  to  oc¬ 


cupy  the  same  space  in  one  given  period. 

G^,  being  without  beginning,  does  ne- 
cessarily  exist ;  and  what  necessarily  ex- 
ists  cannot  be  changed.  Therefore  one 
principle  cannot  be  removed  from  the  di¬ 
vine  mind  for  the  succession  of  another, 
consequently  must  be  ever  the  same. 
Therefore  if  anger,  malice  or  malevolence 
govern  his  counsels,  then  he  must  EVER 
possess  a  disposition  that  tends  to  cruelty, 
as  a  whirlpool  to  its  vortex,  or  the  planeta¬ 
ry  system  to  its  centre.  And  on  the  other 
hand,  if  his  “nature  is  love,”  and  benev¬ 
olence  is  his  actuating  principle,  then  uni¬ 
versal  philanthropy  will  preside  as  super¬ 
intendent  over  all  his  vast  concerns,  and 
happiness  will  be  the  focus  towards  which 
all  the  laws  of  nature  and  operations  of  his 
providence  will  converge.  Hence  we 
conclude,  as  it  is  impossible  for  two  oppo¬ 
site  principles  to  exist  in  the  Divine  Mind, 
and  impossible  for  infinity  to  change  itself, 
so  the  same  motive  which  moved  the  De¬ 
ity  to  form  one  being,  prompted  him  to  cal) 
the  universe,  with  all  its  appendages,  front 
nonentity  into  being.  Yes,  the  same  stim¬ 
ulant  that  actuated  Jehovah  to  organize 
matter,  form  sentient  beings,  and  create  a 
world,  moved  him  to  establish  those  laws 
which  are  inscribed  on  nature’s  volume, 
and  to  introduce  that  system  of  moral  gov¬ 
ernment  under  which  moral  agents  are  sit¬ 
uated.  It  remains  for  us  now  to  ascertain 
what  is  the  stimulus  of  action  in  the  Deity, 
for  by  this  knowledge  we  can  understand 
the  ultimate  end  and  design  of  all  the  op¬ 
erations  and  phenomena  of  his  providence 
Infinite  power  could  not  form  a  design,  foi 
this  is  only  the  means  by  which  it  is  exe¬ 
cuted.  Infinite  wisdom  could  not  be  the 
stimulant,  for  this  is  only  the  modulating 
principle,  serving  to  devise  and  adopt 
measures  by  which  an  object  may  be  ef¬ 
fected.  Hence  it  follows  that  either  ma¬ 
levolence  or  love  is  the  ruling  or  govern¬ 
ing  motive  in  all  his  actions  and  opera¬ 
tions. 

I  might  enter  into  a  concatination  of  rea¬ 
soning  to  show  that  God  is  GOOD,  by  re¬ 
sorting  to  those  methods  which  philoso¬ 
phers  and  mathemeticians  have  introduc¬ 
ed,  but  I  deem  it  unnecessary  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  reasons :  1.  Because  all  who  be¬ 
lieve  the  scriptures  to  be  the  wdrd  of  trulh 
will  concede  to  this  proposition.  2.  Be¬ 
cause  all  nature  cries  aloud,  through  all  her 
works,  that  he  isbenificent  and  kind,  and 
affords  suflicient  evidence  to  all  who  listen 
to  her  testimony,  to  convince  them  that  his 
tender  mercies  extend  to  all  the  productions 


U4 


EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE. 


of  his  hands.  3.  Because  all  such  as  disbe-  source  of  their  greatest  happiness;  and,  ative,  if  we  consider  this  a  means  by 
Keve  in  an  overruling  providence  must  be  considering  the  end,  may  be  denominated  which  heaven  is  gained,  or  if  we  regard 
convinced  of  the  being  of  a  God,  before  goodness.  For  the  evil  that  exists,  both  the  end  and  consider  that  this  evil  must 
they  form  ideas  of  his  attributes,  which  is  moral  and  physical,  may  be  requisite  to  be  experienced  in  order  to  possess  the 
not  the  object  of  this  communication.  Ad-  heighten  the  felicity  oi  this  system  of  heavenly  inheritance.  Thus  natural 
mitting  then  that  God  is  infinitely,  good,  things,  when  it  shall  have  arrived  at  a  death,  or  the  dissolution  of  nature,  is  an 
according  to  the  concession  of  all  theists,  state  of  perfectibility.  But  as  happiness  evil,  and  one  which  is  often,of  all  others, 
we  will  proceed  to  reason  on  acknowled-  i®  tfi®  efltect  of  goodness,  so,  philosophical-  the  most  dreaded,  because  it  is  attended 
ged  principles,  (seeing  they  are  moral  cer-  ly  speaking,  evil  is  of  no  benefit  or  utility  with  pain  and  distress,  and  puts  an  end 
tainties,)  considering  them  just  principles  when  limited  to  its  own  effects,  but  it  is  to  some  desirable  principle  of  enjoy- 
and  tenable  positions.  Having  come  to  the  the  destruction  of  evil  and  the  overruling  ment;  yet  when  we  regard  it  as  a  gate 
conclusion  that  God  is  good,  another  ques-  it  with  good  that  renders  it  useful.  Thus  that  opens  to  a  field  of  endless  joys, 
tion  is  suggested  to  the  mind,  viz.  What  the  punishment  inflicted  on  the  disobedi-  (though  the  passing  through  it  be  accuni- 
is  goodness  ?  Evil  is  productive  of  misery;  ®Qt  child  by  the  chastening  hand  of  the  panieu  with  a  momentary  pang)  we  may 
goodness  is  opposed  to  evil,  consequently  father  is  an  evil,  for  it  generates  or  produ-  deem  it  an  inestimable  blessing.  This  is 
must  be  productive  of  happiness.  There-  c®®  misery,  and  in  limiting  the  evil  to  its  the  case  with  all  evils,  though  they  gene- 
fore  a  good  being  will  not  bring  misery  own  effects,  which  is  the  pain  produced,  rate  misery  and  woe,  yet  in  their  dc- 
upon  any  sentient  being  without  the  ul-  *1®  termination  is  distress,  and  cannot  be  struction  some  important  good  is  effect* 
terior  design  of  producing  a  degfee  of  plea-  inservient  of  any  good.  But  in  extending  ed  which  could  not  otherwise  have  been 
sure  more  than  sufficient  to  overbalance  our  observation  to  the  destruction  of  the  accomplished.  'I'his  is  verified  in  the 
the  pain  experienced.  Hence  if  God  be  evil,  perceiving  him  exercised  thereby  to  case  of  hunger  and  its  satiety  with  food, 
good,  and  he  has  introduced  evil  into  his  the  practice  of  righteousness,  the  good  that  Hunger  is  an  evil,  because  it  produces 
created  system,  this  evil  must  work  to  the  result®  from  the  castigation  is  more  than  disagreeable  sensations.  Yet  in  regard* 
accomplishment  of  some  important  good  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the  agony  en-  ing  its  usefulness  and  termination,  it  is. 
which  could  not  othenvise  be  effected,  dured,  and,  therefore,  exhonerates  the  fa-  a  blessing;  for  hunger  is  necessary  in  or- 
Now  as  infinite  or  endless  punishment  ther  for  inflicting  the  punishment.  But  tier  to  form  an  appetite  to  relish  the  sus- 
would  be  of  no  utility  or  benefit,  it  could  did  the  father  punish  the  refractory  child  tenence  that  is  received  into  the  body  to 
not  be  the  product  of  goodness;  neither  with  no  other  design  but  to  produce  pain,  sustain  life,  &  a  sufficient  degree  ofhap- 
could  it  be  inflicted  by  the  God  of  love.  then  the  father  cannot  be  good,  and  his  piness  is  produced  in  the  gratification  of 
Infinite  goodness  is  the  ruling  motive  conduct  would  be  reprehensible.  So  God,  the  appetite  and  the  distruction  of  hunger 
in  all  the  operations  of  the  Deity,  as  is  ac-  sufteriiig  evil  to  gain  access  to  the  world,  to  render  an  excess  of  pleasure  above  the 
knowledged.  Therefore  the  law  which  whether  we  regard  his  chastisements,  or  pain  experienced.  And  according  to  this 
he  has  enjoined  on  his  ofispring  as  a  rule  the  imperfection  of  the  system,  having  the  view  of  the  subject  we  might  say  with 
of  life  to  govern  and  direct  them  in  their  ulterior  design  of  rendering  this  evil  sub-  propriety  that  none  of  the  natural  imper- 
pursuit  after  happiness,  (that  law  to  which  servient  to  the  best  good  ot  the  universe,  is  fections  that  exist,  nor  chastisements  of 
they  are  amenable,)  must  have  been  en-  exhonerated.  God  for  sin, are  evils.  But  if  we  regard 

•acted  for  their  benefit;  and  the  penalties  But  do  we  say  that  the  evil  shall  al*  what  is  commonly  denominated  evil  while 
annexed  thereto  must  also  have  been  adop-  ways  exist,  or  that  punishments  shall  be  it  exists,  irrespective  of  the  good  design- 
ted  for  their  good.  Yea,  if  God  be  infin-  unlimited  in  duration,  seeing  they  arc  cd  as  its  ulterior  object,  it  is  undoubted* 
itely  benevolent,  then  all  the  punishments  productive  of  misery  when  considered  in  ly  a  curse.  Therefore,  we  must  first  as* 
that  he  inflicts  upon  the  subjects  of  his  themselves,  then  we  deny  that  God  is  certain  what  constitutes  a  blessing,  and 
moral  government,  must  be  for  their  ad-  good,  for  vve  must  be  obliged  to  acknow-  what  a  curse,  what  should  be  denominat- 
vantage  and  profit,  in  order  to  increase  the  ledge  that  he  delights  in  the  wretched*  ed  evil  and  what  good.  In  my  future  re¬ 
sum  of  enjoyment.  Hence  in  considering  uess  of  his  offspring,  and  that  he  punish*  i  marks  I  shall  incorporate  an  evil  and  a 
the  end,  all  the  evils,  miseries  or  curses  to  cs  for  the  express  purpose  (without  any  curse  under  one  general  head,  and  good- 
which  mankind  are  subject  may  be  con-  other  motive)  of  torturing  and  inflicting  i  ness  and  blessing  under  another,  as  they 
sidered  blessings,  being  the  means  in  the  distress,  which  is  certainly  malicious  and  | are  so  closely  allied.  Some  have  suppo- 
liand  of  w'isdom  to  effect  the  design  of  love  cruel.  But  as  God  is  infinitely  good,  |sed  that  the  justice  of  God  requires  him 
and  mercy  ;  so  their  is  no  retaliation,  sat-  and  all  his  operations  and  the  phenome*  |  to  punish  the  transgressor  without  any 
isfying  revenge,  or  intention  of  evil  in  n®  of  his  providence  are  necessarily  the  |  design  of  benefitting  the  delinquent,  and 
God;  but  on  the  contrary  all  his  stripes  product  of  boundless  benevolence,  so  all  consequently  imagine  whatever  pain  may 
of  correction  and  chastisements  must  be  the  evil  that  prevails  throughout  this  wide  be  endured  by  the  sinner,  if  it  result  to 
the  product  of  benevolence  and  good  will,  spread  universe,  must  be  conducive  of  Ifis  advantage,  it  cannot  be  esteemed  a 
But  here  we  must  learn  to  distinguish  be-  good  in  the  end,  and  must  eventually  be  punishment.  'I’liis  will  be  noticed  in  the 
tween  good  and  evil,  a  curse  and  a  bles-  destroyed  in  order  to  have  the  benefits  sequel.  L.  L.  Sauleb. 

sing.  Evil,  when  considered  in  itself,  is  that  flow  therefrom  produced.  We  should  To  be  eontinued. 

always  productive  of  misery,  and  goodness  therefore  be  extremely  cautious  in  our  "  '  ■  ■ "  ~ 

on  tlie  contrary  is  always  productive  of  theological  &  metaphysical  speculations,  j  LETTER  TO  THFI  EDITOR, 
happiness.  Hence,  whatever  enhances  our  that  we  confine  evil  to  the  jurisdiction  of  North  Greenwich,  Sept.  28,  182!?. 
enjoyment,or  increases  our  sum  of  felicity,  its  own  effects, &  guard  ourselves  against  Dear  Sir, — I  am  about  to  apply  to 
is  good ;  and  whatever  augments  our  un-  extending  it  to  the  blessedness  and  happi*  you  for  a  favor,  which,  if  granted, may  be 
easiness,  or  adds  to  our  wretchedness,  is  ness  that  results  from  its  abolition.  Do  the  means  of  doing  much  good.  Several 
evil.  Yea,  whatever  produces  pleasant  we  ask  then, was  it  not  a  blessing  to  those  persons  from  this  vicinity  attended  the 
sensations,  may  be  considered  good,  and  who  were  drowned  in  the  deluge  to  be  association  held  at  .Saratoga  Springs,  and 
whatever  produces  disagreeable  feelings  snatched  from  the  earth  by  the  avenging  were  edified, confirmed,  and  strongly  built 
may  be  termed  evil.  All  evil  may  Work  waters  of  the  floml,  provided  they  went  up  in  that  “  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
to  the  universal  good  of  those  who  expe-  immediately  to  a  state  of  heavenly  beati-  saints.”  The  last  service  was  parficular- 
liencc  it,  and  may  be  the  approximate ' tude  It  may  be  answered  in  the  affirm* 'ly  gratifying,  and  the  favor  which  I  ask, 
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it"’  ‘"-.K  "k" •  ^  ~ 

fr  with  the  aWressM  or  chorgeo,  by^oo  he®tr.«lled  on  Sntil  fe  Sf^rjo Vun'^  *• 

-1  ^  t*>er  »  rare.  Havins  accosted  them  th*.  .  ,“•  *'*’'«  quoted  and  garbled  and 

af^entlv  in  the  Poor  Saint  discovered  some  gold  rinirs  texts,  that  Lave  no  more 

request.  VVe  are  aware  that  you  have  on  their  6njEers.  fHovr  remarkabf?  relation  to  your  subject  than  they  have  to  the 

we  "believe  you^wXrgive  **11^  sharp-sighted  such  characters  are  in  thl  “  ^°P®  ®  uo"oIave  of  Cardinal 

Lee  hereof-  and  hf  PworH,  ..  J'jf*  0  He  called  on  them  Christ  relative  to  the  twelve 

spXn.”  wh'lh  moistened  the  eve  a  J  Pb  "  o^r“  ‘ 

prostrated  the  heart  in  grateful  a/oratioS  '^”1  “o  reference  to  the  number  ultimately  to  be  sa. 

to  him  whose  mercy  is  Lual  to  his  i  ’  ^  designed 

rr.  Much  has  been  done^L  this  darfrl'  f7at  “J*  ^ul  twelve  men  oui  of  ike  rrhote  «n,W 

gion-yet  much  more  remains  to  be  done  ed  fntPrLn  lighten  -  St.  Paul  answers  your  question  whether  God  de- 

Five  years  ago  three  or  four  persons  did  fnrthiLh  request  and  ^>?n»to  save  a  part  or  the  whole,  by  declarin<r 

believe  the  doctrine  of  God’s  impartial  howeveMhlV^Lme  to  riflecTfL  to  be  *aved;>nd  to 

grace,  in  this  quarter.  \Vc  have  now  of  tk>:  ’•  ^  ®  ®*o  reflect  upon  (he  loss  uo*"®  unto  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  l  Tim 

more  than  rij4('i»e.  that  number.  The,  hid  donrS^ncm8iSdy-''Md‘r7 

are  not  men  who  haye  formed  their  opin-  turniiw  home  reWml  %h.  ’  •’  ^ .  T  "*  *"  “'ordiof  to  hi.  mod 

ionsmomenlaril,,and  in  hot  eacitementa,  cea  to"  their  faTbll^  me  fcjh^r"’*h  '  M  He  HeuH  PURPoi^ 

hut  trho,  after  a  patient,  calm,  and  thor^  ing  aacerll  ned  the  imStilf  th^^^  rT  ">»•  ■»  the 

eugh  ,n,eet.g,l,„n,  haye  thrown'  awa,  been  practised  on  hU  '»  e"!-''  together 

thetr  prejnd'c..  and  embraced  the  truth  constable  after  rnllailnlr,  had  him  “  Srj„,tc  e1 

-oes  on  pro7pe?o«ly  hack,  and  the  cmel  paased  '"“"node,  of  other  ^„a. 

Jn.l  liber^,te  his  Irll'e  worIhi,meT°bIt  hoVZ'"""™^  OMtence  on  him.  Oh,  fj  "“'Ot.-yoo  ha,,  wh.ll,  oeglec. 

“orhcopllil'e'nts'lfhira  who7a**e\°iInMlf  '“”th°'^  lhi‘8"l.nd°'And  /hltTsUH 

!-and  a  fartee?  gooTrL, te-I  t"„ld  b"tbe‘ s‘ T  £'",1  T".  'i""  ^  "  '  ■*»  "«  P™™  ""h  oo 

result  from  the  publication  of  the  Ser-  Mr  Pditi^  at" P"”"" ""I'Saiioo  to  belie,,  o."  Now 
mon  before  referred  to.  We  wish  vou  saint  ah  *  JOU  will  perceive  the  poor  **y ‘be  Father  has  giteo  him  <Ae  wAo/e 
prosperity  in  the  cause  in  ulIchTou  "are  To  y'and  p"rSe"  BuJ’STu'  this  express  design,  and 

engaged  ;  we  wish,  we  most  ardently  sitions  as  he^^s  n^riiain*  nn^  ^  '*  obligation 

“J'l, h''“''"glj’ Ptoy.  for  the  realizatioi  be  religion^,  if  bl  *he  woToTlTi  n  i,  !“  *' -'ll  Si™  thee 
ot  hat  haitp,  era  when  every  creature  Lord,  !’ye  done  The  ilnTde^^lrS!  'hi"" “"d  the  uttermost 

amlJ"  “"'"'•Ihyisthe  from  such  religion.  J'h'«r  ns  !»«.  of  the  mrethth,  possession.. 

liftmb  —  ‘  to  hini  be  ^  orv-’^  _  ®  "•  things  are  Helttrero/)  _ _ # _ «  .. 


T  Ts  V  I  . - ''b  wuitiiyisi 

Lamb” — “  to  him  be  glory,”  &c. 

Yours,  &c.  H.  A.  L***»R. 


OI4CII  icif^iun.  tj.  K  .ito*  ...  -’.All 

delivered  unto  me  of  mj  Father  ” 

roe  12tianBeiftarjw«gal(iiE“  .‘:*"p"-«"»si™ 

- - - -  -  ““*0  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth  ”  Matt 

'Tr^  A  a  A  r«iTTV«  A  •*«>  _  «a  .a  —  .  Av*au. 


Wo  will  endeavor  as  soon  as  we  find  leisure  to  e„  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earih  n  'S' 

wnte,  and  room  to  insert,  an  epitome  of  the  Ser-  SATURDAY,  OCT.  10,  1829.  !«•  “The  Father  loveth  the  Son  an,i 

mon  above  alluded  to,  to  comply  or  partially  so.  - - -  -  bath  given  all  things  into  bis  Land  *»  «• 

wiili  the  request  ofour  friends  in  Green  which.  Ed.  OF  STEARNS’  ANTIDOTE  FOR  knowing  that  the  Father  had  given  all  thimrs  in" 

UNlVERSALISJVf.  mo  k»  hranj.  n  r..  "gsin- 

For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

IVA'rfliwr.  _ _  ^ 


UNIVERSALISM. 
{Continued  from  page  94.) 


- 6-' iiiiiigs  in¬ 
to  h»  bands,”  be.  “As  thou  bast  given  him 
power  over  ail  flesh,  that  be  should  give  eternal 


1 -  tuwMs  III  IIIIS  Siaic,  anu  !  „  f*""'®®"' mat  ati  those,  and  those  nn 

MalousI,  engaged  in  (he  work  of  the ^  “V",  "«  saved;  if  hede.  that  were  gWeo  lo  Christ  will  be  ,.,ed  ; 

Lord,  met.  poor  woman  in  the  street.  P"''.  "»•>  part  win  be were  embraerf  „  che  obieclT  „f  »to., 

”  go5T"?  '>P»P"8l>‘l'«r  in  the  name  TZ '""iPsin"  »f  >"•  Father;  hi,  del"  L  Il,;; 

«•  God  to  give  something  to  save  the  bas  revealed  his  inteutions  to  save  shown  to  emhrs.«.u.  i  ^ 

souls  of  the  poor  perisSheatherfrom  '*“*  »  «  “*®  nd  ?hd.  iT  \ 

ats  ^  k  oflheir  heavenly  Father,  and  Stearns,  this  is  a  fair  statement  of  Your  question^i  ^we^^i’  the”  ^  *7®”’ 

ssured  her  if  she  would  give,  the  Lord  qu®stion.  But  bow  do  you  support  your  spiratiL  ^  *  ’’ome  of  to. 

*0  heir  four  fold.  She  re-  of  “eternal  punishment  from  On  pace  49  von  «.v  nn  i  k  -  „ 

give  of  God  ID  the  system  of  salvation iwav  for  them.  I  or,,  fc-ui.!  "  7.";  !  ‘  * 


of  »«i-r  u  ''7''''’'='  uer  necK  a  string  me  salvation  of  men,  and  confine  it  t<  fnr  «,knrm  r’k  .  j  ' 

At  length  she  consented,  took  is  directly  , -a, nst  ,onr  s,. tern  when  .'aplalo.: 
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ed  ia  a  peculiar  seuse,  were  the  twelve  apostle* 
who  were  given  him  out  the  world,  and  those 
only ;  and  if  you  confine  ultimate  salvation  to 
them,  every  individual  of  the  human  family  be¬ 
sides  must  be  excluded.  Tou  would  also  have 
noticed  that  Christ  did  not  here  pray  for  their 
eternal  salvation ;  but  that,  while  they  were  in 
the  world,  they  might  be  kept  from  the  evil  of  the 
world,  in  order  that  they  might  manifest  the 
truth  to  ethers,  and  be  successful  ministers  of 
the  gospel.  Read  on,  and  although  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  his  prayer  be  prayed  for  the  apostles 
^lone,  you  will  find  he  afterwards  enlarges  bis 
petition,  and  prays  for  others,  and  even  for  the 
WORLD.  Verses  20  and  21.  Neither  pray  I 
for  these  alone ;  but  for  them  also  which  shall 
believe  on  me  through  their  word ;  that  they  all 
may  be  one,  as  thou  Father  art  in  me  and  I  in 
thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us :  that  THE 
WORLD  MAY  BELIEVE  that  thou  hast 
sent  me.^  Thus,  sir,  your  attempt  to  exclude 
a  part  of  mankind  from  the  covenant  of  grace, 
and  from  the  divine  favor,  falls  to  the  ground  at 
once,  and  exhibits  you  before  the  public  in  a 
very  awkward  position,  to  say  the  least,  if  it 
does  not  prove  you  guilty  of  a  wilful  and  design¬ 
ed  perversion  of  scripture. 

As  we  have  not  room  in  this  day's  paper  for  a 
farther  notice  of  this  Antidote,'’  we  must  defer 
It  till  a  future  number. 

TVie  JWw  York  and  Philadelphia  Association 

Universalists  held  a  session  at  Philadelphia 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  2d  and  3d  ult. 
The  Hon.  J.  Grosb  was  chosen  moderator,  and 
Itrs.  S.  R.  Smith  and  Jacob  Myers,  clerks. 
Thesecond  Uni versalist  society  in  Lancaster  Co- 
Pa.  was  received  into  fellowship.  Lettersof  fel¬ 
lowship  were  granted  to  Brs.  A.  B.  Grosh  and 
Wm.  Hutchinson,  and  ordination  conferred  on 
Ur.  Jacob  Myers,  (a  worthy  man  of  excellent 
lalents,  who  preaches  both  io  the  German  and 
i'Inglisb  languages.)  A  committee  (consisting 
of  twelve  persons)  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
f 'orrespoodeoce  was  appointed.  Sermons  were 
preached  by  Brs.  A.  B.  Grosh,  A.  C.  Thomas, 
S.  R.  Smith,  J.  Myers  and  John  Freeman.  The 
Association  adjourned  to  meet  at  New  Bruns¬ 
wick.  N.  J.  on  the  the  third  Wednesday  and 
Tborsday  io  December  next. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  Rev.  Lucius  R.  Page 
Ilf  Spriogfield,  Sjbsf!  is  obliged  by  extreme  ill 
iiealtb,  to  suspeoa  entirely  for  the  present  his  la- 
iion  io  the  gospel  ministry. 

Br.  W.  I.  Reese,  of  North  Bloomfield,  N.  Y. 
iias  received  and  accepted  an  invitation  to  be¬ 
come  pastor  of  the  Uoiversalist  Society  in  Port¬ 
land,  Me.  We  sincerely  regret  to  lose  so  able 
a  minister  and  so  worthy  a  mao,  as  Br.  Reese, 
from  the  field  of  the  gospel  ministry  in  this  state. 
But  having  no  doubt  that  a  wider  field  of  usefiil- 
■less  presents  to  him  in  Maine,  we  bid  him  “God 


spi.t.-ti,'’  auit  prai  tor  heaven's  choicest  blessings 
to  rest  on  bun  and  the  Societies  which  he  leaves 
and  to  which  he  goes. 

A  CAPTIVE  SOUL  SET  AT  LIBERTY. 

Perhaps  we  ought  to  ask  pardon  of  the  amia« 
ble  young  lady,  who  is  the  subject  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  correspondence,  for  the  liberty  we  take  in 
publishing  these  letters,  without  asking  permis¬ 
sion  of  her.  But  we  are  sum  that  her  epistles 
!  will,  in  the  estimation  of  all  good  people,  speak 
much  to  the  honor  of  the  mind  that  conceived, 
and  the  heart  that  dictated  them.  We  believe 
they  will  be  productive  of  much  good — they  will 
serve  to  show  the  deleterious  iDflueuce  of  that 
false  and  horrid  system  of  religion  called  ortho¬ 
dox,  the  unhallowed  (and  io  such  cases  as  this, 
often  fatal)  means  resorted  to  by  its  advocates 
to  drive  people  into  despair  or  into  their  church¬ 
es,  and  strikingly  contrast  with  this  system  the 
soothing  and  happy  influence  of  tint  gospel  of 
I  universal  benevoleoce  that  speaks  peace  to  eve¬ 
ry  affiicted  iniud:  and  we  are  not  without  the 
hope  that  they  will  prove  the  means  of  liberat* 
iog  other  ebaptive  souls  now  in  a  similar  situa¬ 
tion. 

LETTER  I 

Smyrna,  -^.  F.  July  19,  1829. 

Rev.  Sik, — Presuming  on  your  go^ness  to 
cast  a  charitable  eye  on  the  blemishes  and  im¬ 
perfections  you  will  find  in  this  communication, 
and  more  particularly  on  the  liberty  I  hare  assu¬ 
med  in  soliciting  advice  of  one  with  whom  I 
have  no  particular  acquaintance,  (though  1  for¬ 
merly  resided  io  the  same  town,  and  have  a  par¬ 
tial  acquaiotance  with  your  conoexions,)  I  feel 
a  greater  degree  of  freedom  io  addressing  you 
than  I  should  with  ao  entire  stranger. 

I  ask  counsel  and  instruction  of  you  on  the 
subject  of  religion,  which  has  long  tortured  my 
mind  with  the  keenest  anguish.  It  would  be  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  describe  the  melaoclioly 
gloom  and  black  despair  that  prey  on  my  mind 
continually,  and  will,  I  fear,  be  the  destroyer  of 
my  peace  forever.  Notwithstanding  I  once 
fondly  tliought  myself  happy,  in  loving,  and  in 
the  consciousness  of  being  Gloved  by  my  Crea¬ 
tor,  yet  those  scenes  of  heart-felt  joy  are  fled,  1 
fear,  do  more  to  return.  Every  thing  around 
inc  seems  to  mourn.  The  charms  of  nature 
have  ceased  to  afford  me  pleasure.  The  com¬ 
pany  of  my  companions  adds  sorrow  to  my  an¬ 
guished  heart.  Often  do  1  retire  to  seek  relief 
io  the  deepest  solitude,  but  am  as  often  disap¬ 
pointed.  Happiness  flees  my  pursuit.  In  these 
scenes  of  distress  my  heart  has  been  led  almost 
to  murmur  against  iny  Maker.  And  all  this  my 
misery  and  despair  has  arisen  from  hearing  the 
doctrine  of  election,  which  I  cannot  understand. 
The  Divines  have  tried  to  explain  it  to  met  but 
I  can  get  no  light  on  the  subject.  They  tell  me 
the  reason  is  because  I  am  toieUly  depraved,  and 
given  over  to  hardness  oj  heart  and  blindness  of 
mind ;  and  speak  as  if  the  Almighty  had  not 
potoer  sufficient  to  subdue  my  rebel  soul:  and 
they  can  discover  that  I  was  formed  for  woe, 
aud  they  shall  stand  at  the  bar  of  God  as  witnes¬ 
ses  against  me.  These  are  the  awful  denuncia¬ 
tions  that  have  been  pronounced  on  me  by  the 
ministers  of  the  gospel. 

Then  I  would  try  to  reconcile  my  mind  to 
their  principles,  and  to  anticipate  the  endless 


Bccues  of  ft-licily  that  I  should  cujos  m  to  ^vcfl 
while  beholding  many  of  my  companions,  and  sf  il] 
dearer  connexions,  weltering  in  awful  burnings 
beneath  the  wraih  of  an  angry  and  Omoipotent 
God,  through  a  never  ending  eternity  !  But  with 
ail  the  hardness  of  heart  and  depravity  of  mind 
with  which  these  divines  accuse  me,  (he  very 
thought  of  (heir  doctrine  makes  my  heart  melt 
with  anguish.  And  who  can  be  so  hardened  as 
to  rejoice  in  the  misery  of  their  fellow  mortals 

In  perusing  the  Holy  Scriptures,  I  find  many 
passages  (bat  appear  dark  and  incomprehensible 
to  me  and  in  conversation  with  my  companions 
here,  relative  to  them,  have  sometimes  remark¬ 
ed  that  I  thought  such  passages  ought  not  to  be 
understood  literally.  This  so  exasperated  (hem 
that  some  of  them  declared  they  did  “  not  wish 
to  be  io  company  that  denied  Revelation !" 
This  conversation  that  gave  so  much  offence  to 
ray  associates,  was  relative  to  the  lake  of  fire 
and  brimstooe  mentiooed  in  the  Apocalypse. 
They  verily  behove  there  is  such  a  place  literal¬ 
ly,  somewhere  on,  or  in  the  earth,  or  in  some 
unkoown  region,  for  me  and  all  those  who  do  not 
believe  in  God's  election. 

Dear  Sir,  I  will  weary  your  patience  no  long¬ 
er  with  my  broken  communications ;  but  hum¬ 
bly  entreat  you  to  condescend  to  confer  on  me 
the  favor  of  writing  me  a  few  lines ;  and  giving 
your  views  respecting  the  determinate  will  of 
Ood,  or  as  the  Divines  term  it.  His  secret  vsUt, 
and  poiot  out  what  course  I  shall  take  to  recall 
my  wayward  mind  to  tranquility  and  peace. 

By  complying  with  this  request  you  will  mer¬ 
it  and  receive  the  gratitude  and  thanks  of 

Caroline  C.  F******ir. 

Rev.  D.  Skinner. 

LETTER  II. 

Utica,  July  25,  1829. 

Dear  Madam — Yours  of  the  19th  inst. 
has  just  come  to  hand — I  must  deeply  de¬ 
plore,  and  sincerely  sympathize  with  you 
in  the  deep  despondency  and  gloomy 
state  in  which  your  mind  appears  to  be 
laboring,  on  account  of  religion.  It  is 
truly  lamentable  that  Religion,  which  of 
all  subjects  in  the  world  is  best  calcula¬ 
ted  to  make  mankind  happy,  serene, 
cheerful,  and  truly  blessed  in  life,  is  so 
often  made  instrumental  of  producing  a 
settled  melancholy,  a  deep  and  immovea¬ 
ble  despondency,  the  most  heart-rending 
anguish,  and  in  some  cases  premature 
death,  or  self-destruction.  My  heart 
bleeds  in  view  of  your  own,  and  the  mis¬ 
eries  of  others  in  your  situation,  arising 
from  this  cause.  But  alas!  why  is  it  so? 
Is  it,  conit  he  true  religion,  that  produces 
these  unhappy  consequences  ?  No:  ’tis 
impossible! 

It  is  a  false  system  of  religion  that  pro¬ 
duces  these  awful  forebodings — these  un¬ 
natural  fears,  and  this  settled  and  imper¬ 
vious  gloom.  And  he  who  would  strive  to 
increase  the  pangs  of  the  sufferer  in  this 
hapless  condition,— who  would  add  fuci 
to  the  flame  that  is  already  wasting 
materials  of  enjoyment,  who  would  strike 
daggers  of  angry  denunciations  to  the  al¬ 
ready  bleeding  heart,— is  not,  cannot  be, 
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tlie  minister  of  Jeans  Christ,  the  messen¬ 
ger  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  of  the 
gospel  of  good  tidings.  Whatever  be  his 
pretensions,  he  has  no  just  claim  to  the 
character  of  a  servant  of  Jesus,  who  is  rc- 
ijuired  to  “bind  up  the  broken  hearted, 
preach  deliverance  to  the  captive,  the  re¬ 
covering  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at 
iibertj  them  that  are  bruised,  and  to  com¬ 
fort  all  that  mourn.  ”  Of  those  who  at¬ 
tempt  to  lacerate,  instead  of  heal  the  bro¬ 
ken  heart,  it  may  truly  be  said,  in  the 
language  of  Job  to  his  pretended  friends, 
“^Miserable  comforters  are  ye  all.” 

You  say  you  once  fondly  thought  your¬ 
self  happy  in  loving,  and  in  the  consci¬ 
ousness  of  being  beloved  by  your  Creator, 
but  those  scenes  of  heart-felt  joy  are  fled. 
Hut  why,  dear  madam  is  it  so  ?  What 
lias  driven  the  consciousness  of  your  Cre¬ 
ator’s  love  from  your  bosom,  but  the  offi¬ 
cious  and  unwarranted  denunciations  ot 
those  who  without  authority,  claim  to  be 
your  teachers  and  guides  ?  St.  John  says, 
is  love.'*'*  And  He  whose  name  and 
nature  is  love,  can  never  hate  nor  forsake 
the  children  he  has  made.  Solomon  says, 
(Wisdom  xi:  24,  25.)  “Thou  Invest  all 
the  things  that  are,  and  abhorest  nothing 
which  thou  hast  made:  for  never  wouldst 
thou  have  made  any  thing  if  thou  hadst  ha¬ 
ted  it.  And  how  could  any  thing  have 
endured  if  it  had  not  been  thy  will.^  or 
been  preserved  if  not  called  by  thee  ? — 
But  thou  sparest  all:  for  they  are  thine,  O 
Lord,  thou  lover  of  souls.  ”  It  must  be 
evident  that  God  loves  and  delights  in  all 
his  works,  or  he  never  would  have  made 
tliem.  Ami  as  he  is  unchangeable  he  will 
eternally  love  all  his  works — he  can  no 
more  cease  to  love  them,  than  he  can 
cease  to  be  God.  You  say  your  teachers 
the  professed  ministers  of  the  gospel,  de¬ 
clare  you  are  “totally  depraved”  and 
“given  over  to  hardness  of  heart,’’  &c.— 
But  God  has  never  said  so;  nor  have  they 
any  authority  for  saying  it.  True,  you 
are  a  sinner:  so  are  all  mankind.  And 
these  are  the  very  characters  that  Jesus 
came  to  seek  and  to  save — “God  hath 
commended  his  love  to  us  in  that  while 
we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us’’ 
— and  the  apostle  says  that  “where  sin 
abounded,  grace  did  much  more  abound, 
that,  as  sin  hath  reigned  unto  death,  even  , 
so  might  grace  reign  through  righteous¬ 
ness,  unto  eternal  life  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.’’  Rom.  5.  He  who 
“gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all  to  be  tes¬ 
tified  in  due  time”  (1  Tim.  ii.  6.) — by 
the  grace  of  God  tasted  death  for  every 
man;”  (Heb.  ii:  6.)  and  “is  a  propitia¬ 
tion  for  our  sins,  and  not  for  ours  only, 
but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world;” 
(1  John,  ii:  2  )  “shall  see  of  the  travail 
of  his  soul  and  be  satisfied.”  (Isaiah  53: 
Jl.)  ‘’The  Father  loveth  the  Sonant! 


hath  given  all  things  into  his  hand:  (John 
3:  35,  and  Matt.  11:  27.)  And  Jesus 
says,  “all  that  the  Father  giveth  me  shall 
come  to  me,  and  him  that  cumeth  to  me 
I  will  no  wise  cast  out.”  (John  6:  37.) 

The  doctrine  ofEleotion,  (in  the  calvin- 
istic  sense  of  the  word,)  is  one  of  the 
blackest  libels  on  the  character  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  that  was  ever  invested 
by  the  cunning  artifice -vf  man.  But  when 
the  doctrine  of  Election  is  understood  in  its 
Scriptural  and  true  acceptation,  it  is  beau¬ 
tiful  indeed,  and  infinitely  worthy  of  the 
God  thr  ‘  its  author.  For  an  exp  lana- 
tioD  of  it,  see  No.  22,  voi.  1st  of  th  e  Ma¬ 
gazine  which  I  send  you,  article,  “  Famil¬ 
iar  Dialogues,'*^  Sfc. 

No  wonder  your  soul  shudders  and  your 
heart  melts  at  the  thought  of  beholding 
the  infinite  and  endless  wretchedness  of 
kindred,  friends,  and  fellow  beings.  The 
heart  of  every  one  must  shudder  at  the 
thought,  but  demons,  and  those  that  par¬ 
take  of  a  fiend-like  disposition. — And  I 
would  ask,  is  God  less  merciful  and  com¬ 
passionate  for  the  suflerings  of  his  chil¬ 
dren,  than  you  and  I  are  !  Love  in  us  is 
but  a  spark — in  God  a  flame ;  in  us  a  drop 
— in  Him  an  ocean.  If  there  is  joy  in 
Heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repentetb, 
will  that  joy  ever  be  full,  will  the  Savi¬ 
our’s  triumph  ever  be  complete,  till  the 
last  one  is  brought  in,  and  all  are  subdued? 
That  he  may  deliver  up  the  reconciled 
kingdom  to  his  Father?  1  Cor.  xv.  24  to  28. 

The  passage  in  revelations  respecting 
the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone,  (both  of 
which  nte  purifying  substances)  is,  with¬ 
out  the  sh.:dowor  a  doubt  in  my  mind  to 
be  understood,  Ji^urattoe/y,  and  not  liter¬ 
ally — the  same  as  the  furnace  and  fire 
mentioned  in  the  Old  Testament.  See 
Isaiah,  last  verses  of  the  xxx.  and  xxxi. 
Chapters;  also,  Ezekiel,  Chapter  xxii, 
from  17  verse  to  22d  Malichi,  iii.  Chap 
ter,  1st,  2d,  3d,  and  other  parallel  texts. 

Respecting  the  determinate  wtll  of  God 
which  is  revealed,  (and  he  can  have  no 
secret  will  in  opposition  to  this)  I  would 
observe,  you  will  find  this  recorded  1 
Tim.  ii.  4th.  “  Who  WILL  have  all 
men  to  be  saved,  and  come  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  truth.”  &c.  Eph.  i,  9,  10, 
where  we  are  informed  it  is  “  the  will,'** 
the  good  pleasure,  and  the  “  purpose,” 
of  God,  to  g-ather  all  things  together  in 
Christ,  and  “if  any  man  be  IN  Christ, 
he  is  a  new  creature,”  ii  Cor.  v.  17  ; 
See  also  Isaiah  xlv,  22,  25,  compared 
with  Phil.  ii.  9,  10,  11.  Col.  i.  19,  20. 
Rom.  xi.  from  the  eleventh  verse  to  the 
end  of  the  Chapter.  I  might  refer  you 
to  many  other  passages  equall^r  as  posi¬ 
tive  in  proof  of  the  final  salvation  of  all 
the  human  family  as  these,  but  1  deem 
these  sufficient  for  the  present . 

I  send  you  with  this,  two  sermons  of 


in 


my  own,  containing  illustrations  of  seve¬ 
ral  passages  which  may  be  interesting  to 
to  you.  I  likewise  send  you  six  papers 
of  the  Utica  Evangelical  Magazine,  re¬ 
commending  to  your  perusal  the  articles 
marked  :  viz.  The  two  “  Familiar  Dia¬ 
logues,”  “  Reflections  on  the  love  of 
God,”^  the  communication  signed  **  J/o- 
ry,”  with  remarks  on  it;  the  “Worrafirc,” 
Prejudice  is  strong,  but  the  love  of  God 
is  stronger.”  (Other  articles  marked  in 
the  same  paper.)  The  article  entitled 
“  Louisa,”  &c,  in  the  1st  and  5th  num¬ 
bers  of  vol.  3d.  and  a  number  of  the 
Christian  Intelligencer,  containing  a  sy¬ 
nopsis  of  the  scope  and  design  of  the  book 
of  Revelation,  all  of  which  I  beg^ou  will 
accept,  of  one  who  knows  how  to  feel  for 
you,  and  whose  ardent  prayer  to  God  for 
you,  is,  that  you  may  see  and  know  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  be  made  “free 
indeed.” 

In  the  mean  time,  look  to  God, in  pray¬ 
er,  not  as  your  enemy,  but  as  your  un¬ 
changing  Father,  and  Benefactor,  and 
Friend;  and  to  Jesus  as  your  High  Priest 
Intercessor,  Pattern,  and  Saviour,  who 
calls  to  sinners,  saying,  “Come  unto  me 
all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden, 
and  I  will  give  you  rest — learn  of  me,  I 
am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart — ye  shall 
find  rest  unto  your  souls,  for  my  yoke  is 
easy,  and  my  burthen  is  light.” 

Accept,  Dear  Madam,  the  assurance 
of  the  best  wishes  and  most  fervent  pray¬ 
ers  of  your  Servant  in  the  Gospel  of 
peace,  DOLPHUS  SKINNER, 

Miss  Caroline  C.  F******n. 


LETTER  HI. 

Smyrna,  August  8,  1829. 

Dear  Sir — Yours  arrived  on  the  28th 
ult.  Surely  never  was  the  cooling  foun¬ 
tain  to  the  parched  lips  of  the  thirsty, 
nor  bread  to  the  perishing  hungry,  more 
welcome  than  your  writings  were  to  me. 
Nothing  could  have  been  more  applicable 
to  my  situation,  or  interesting  and  sooth¬ 
ing  to  my  mind,  than  your  letter  and  the 
articles  you  sent  me.  While  perusing 
them  the  difficulties  that  have  perplexed 
my  mind  were  removed  ;  and  the  love  of 
my  Creator  dispelled  the  clouds  of  dark¬ 
ness  that  brooded  over  my  desponding 
soul.  The  explanation  given  in  the  Di¬ 
alogue,  of  the  doctrine  of  Election  ap¬ 
pears  very  clear  and  beautiful.  1  now 
feel  relieved  from  those  gloomy  doubts, 
and  my  mind  is  freed  from  distrusting  mv 
heavenly  Father.  I  am  confident  I  shall 
enjoy  myself  better  than  I  have  hereto¬ 
fore  ;  although  there  are  yet  many  diffi¬ 
culties  to  surmount,  on  account  of  the 
violent  opposition  that  exists  against 
I  those  who  view  God  as  a  tender  and  com  - 
!  passionate  Being,  who  has  an  equal  re- 


^ril  for  all  hts  chililreo.  But  why  should 
we  erring  mortals  expect,  or  even  wish, 
to  pass  through  a  malicious,  envious  and 
gainsaying  Vvorld,  without  meeting  with 
scoffs  and  reproaches  which  were  poured 
so  lavishly  on  our  blessed  Saviour,  in 
whom  there  was  no  guile,  nor  the  shadow 
of  human  frailty?  I  will  not  indulge  one 
murmur  on  account  of  these  trials;  for 
the  greater  the  trials,  the  more  worthy 
those  that  overcome  them. 

But,  Dear  Sir,  how  shall  I  express  the 
gratitude  that  I  owe  to  you  ?  or  how  re¬ 
quite  you  for  the  kindness  you  have 
shown  me  ?  Incapable  of  either  I  I  will 
earnestly  implore  forKeaven’s  choicest 
lilessings  to  rest  on  you  and  yours  (as  1 
conclude  you  Jjave  a  family)  through  all 
(he  scenes  of  life,  and  at  last  may  you  be 
received  into  the  Paradise  of  God,  and 
bask  in  the  smiles  of  his  countenance 
with  the  Redeemer  forever. 

Kind  sir,  pray  accept  this  from  one 
who  has  been  long  disciplined  in  the 
school  of  ailliction,  but  who  sensibly  feels 
her  great  obligations  to  you.  I  feel  my¬ 
self  unworthy  of  addressing  or  holding 
correspondence  with  one  who  has  been 
favored  w'ith  such  advantages  and  endow¬ 
ed  with  such  talents ;  but  I  trust  your 
goodness  will  pity  and  throw  the  mantle 
of  charity  over  the  errors  and  imperfec¬ 
tions  you  wilt  discover  in  this  cominuni- 
cation.  With  sentiments  of  gratitude 
and  respect, 

I  am.  Dear  Sir,  Yours,  &c. 

Caroline  C.  F******,v. 

Rev.  D.  Skinner. 

If  any  thing  in  the  world  can  give  true  satis¬ 
faction  and  joy  to  the  Christian  and  philanlhro 
pist,  it  is  the  consciousness  of  having  been  in- 
:<trurnental  in  the  hand  of  God,  in  binding  up  the 
lileeding  and  aOIicted  heart,  pouring  the  joys 
and  consolations  of  the  gospel  of  peace  into  the 
wounded  bosom  of  humanity,  and  rescuing  an 
innocent  anrl  amiable  sulFercr  from  the  iron 
grasp  of  clerical  persecution  and  from  the  jaws 
(if  despair.  If  aught  can  convince  the  rational 
mind  of  the  superior  excellency  of  that  system 
of  gospel  grace  that  represents  on  rlieavcnly  Fa 
ther  as  the  mercitul  friend  and  Saviour  nf  all  his 
children,  over  that  dark  and  glwmy  system  that 
clothes  him  ivith  terrific  frowns  and  endless 
vengeance  against  his  otF,pring,  surely  the  con¬ 
trast  exliibited  in  the  state  of  this  young  lady’s 
mind  while  undei  the  iufiuence  of  the  former  and 
the  latter  of  these  two  systems,  must  carry  this 
oomiction  home  to  (he  heart.  Who  con  con¬ 
template  on  the  presumptuous  arrogance,  and 
liaughty  denunciations  of  those  divines  mentino- 
ed  by  this  persecuted  and  friendless  female, 
without  feeling  bis  cheek  suffiH*  d  with  the  glow 
of  noble  and  virtuous  indignation  against  such 
daring  outrages  upon  humanity?  “  Alas!  for  the 
daughters  of  Zion,  when  their  own  shepherds 
pity  them  not!”  We  sincerely  rejoice,  and  con¬ 
gratulate  this  amiable  young  lady,  that  she  has 
escaped  from  the  grasp  of  clerical  despotism, 
and  from  the  dreadful  influence  o£  a  system  of 
doctrines  which  rob  God  of  his  glory  and  loveli¬ 
ness.  man  of  a  rational  hope,  and  humanity  of 
a!i  its  comforts  and  enjoyments.—  Eo., 


EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE, 
GENERAL  CONVENTION. 

PROCEEDINGS,  &C. 

The  General  Convention  of  Uni- 
VERSALisTS  of  the  New-England  States 
and  others,  luci,  according  to  sojournment, 
in  Winefutter^  N.  H.  on  Tuesday  even¬ 
ing,  Sept  15th,  1S29,  and  opened  the  bu¬ 
siness  of  the  session  by  uniting  with  Br. 
Warren  Skinner  in  devout  thanksgiving 
and  prayer  to  Almighty  God.  Organized 
the  Council  by  choosing 

Br.  Sebastian  Streeter,  Moderator. 

Br.  Sylvanus  Cobb,  C7cr&,  and 
Br.  T.  G.  Farnsworth,  Asi^  CVk. 

Appointed  Br’s.  H.  Ballou,  T.F.  King, 
and  W.  Skinner,  a  Committee  to  receive 
applications  for  letters  of  fellowship,  and 
I  for  Ordination,  during  the  present  session, 
and  report  on  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  8  o’clock  Wednesday  mor¬ 
ning,  and  commended  ourselves  to  God  in 
prayer  by  Br.  T.  Whittemore. 

Wednesday  morning.— Met  according  to 
adjournment,  and  joined  in  prayer  by  Br. 
W.  Morse. 

Received  through  the  Standing  Clerk,  a 
communication  from  Br.  J.  S.  Green,  of 
Providence,  resigning  his  membership  in 
I  that  body. 

Ordered,  That  when  any  brother  belong¬ 
ing  to  this  body  chooses  to  withdraw  his 
fellowship,  and  makes  his  withdrawal 
known  to  the  Standing  Clerk  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  Clerk  to  make  due 
record  thereof,  publish  it  in  some  period¬ 
ical  paper,  and  communicate  the  same  to 
the  next  session  of  the  Convention. 

Voted,  to  receive  into  the  fellowship  of 
this  Convention,  “The  Green  Mountain 
Association  of  Universalists,”  including 
the  counties  of  Windsor  and  Rutland.  Vt. 

Accepted  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
on  Fellowship,  &.c.  in  favor  of  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  Br.  Thomas  J.  Sawyer. 

As  Br.  P.  Dean  proposed  inviting  the 
Rev.  David  Pickering,  of  Providence,  (R. 

1 1.)  to  take  part  in  the  public  exercises  of 
!  the  occasion,  it  was 

Voted,  That  considering  bis  recent  with¬ 
drawal  of  fellowship  from  this  body,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  withdrawal  took  place,  and  the  manner 
of  his  accounting  for  it  to  the  public,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Pickering  be  not  invited  to  take 
any  part  with  us  in  the  services  of  this  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Convention. 

Adj’d  to  8  o’clock,  Thursday  morning. 

Thursday  morning. — Met  according  to 
adjouniment,  and  joined  with  Br/  H.  Bal¬ 
lou  2d  in  an  address  to  theThrone  of  Grace. 

Voted,  To  receive  into  the  felbwship  of 
this  convention,  “  The  Boston  Association 
of  Universalists,”  comprising  the  counties 
of  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  Middlesex  and  Essex. 

Voted,  That  the  several  Committees 
chosen  at  the  last  session  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion,  be  continued  in  their  appointment. 

Appointed  Brs.  H.  Ballou,  2d,  L.  S. 


Everett,  and  S.  Cobb  a  Committee  to 
transcribe  from  the  standing  Records,  the 
Constitution,  and  all  the  Bye-laws  or  rules 
now  in  force  for  the  government  of  this  bo¬ 
dy,  into  a  form  suitable  for  publication, 
and  lay  it  before  the  Convention  at  its 
next  session 

Voted,  That  we  approve  of  the  purpo.so 
of  the  first  Universalist  Society  in  Wo¬ 
burn,  Mass,  to  commence  a  literary  insti- 
tutton  in  that  place  ;  and  that  we  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  the  patronage  of  the  public, and 
of  Universalists  in  particular. 

Accepted  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
in  favor  of  granting  letters  of  fellowship  to 
Brs.  Alfred  V.  Basset,  and  S.  P.  Skinner. 

Voted,  That  whereas  Brs.  Sebastian  and 
Russel  Streeter  have  published  a  new 
Hymn  Bock,  designed  for  the  use  of  Uni¬ 
versalist  Societies ;  that  this  Convention 
recommend  said  book  to  the  notice  of  Uni¬ 
versalist  Societies. 

Br.  E.  Case,  of  Lowell,  introduced  a 
resolve  designed  to  discountenance  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits. 

All  viewed  alike  the  importance  of  the 
object  aimed  at  by  the  mover  of  the  Re¬ 
solve,  but  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
respecting  the  propriety  of  this  Conven¬ 
tion’s  passing  such  a  resolve,  and  its  ten¬ 
dency  to  promote  the  desired  object.  And 
as  there  was  not  sufficient  time  to  mature 
the  subject  according  to  its  importance. 

Voted,  To  postpone  the  further  consid¬ 
eration  of  this  resolve  to  the  next  session 
of  the  Convention. 

Voted,  That  the  Clerk  prepare  a  circu¬ 
lar,  and  publish  it,  together  with  the  Mi¬ 
nutes  of  this  session,  in  the  “Trumpet  and 
Universalist  Magazine.” 

Adjourned,  to  meet,  by  Divine  permis¬ 
sion,  in  Lebanon,  {N.  FI.)  on  the  third 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  Sept.  1830. 

Commended  ourselves  to  God,  in  pray¬ 
er  by  Br.  S.  Streeter. 

S.  STREETER,  Moderator. 

Sylvanus  Cobb,  Clerk, 

T.  G.  Farnsworth,  Asst.  Clerk. 

ORDER  OF  PUBLIC  SERVICES. —  Wednes'ymoming. 

Introductory  prayer  by  Br.  T.  F.  King. 
Sermon  by  Br.  Adin  Ballou,  from  1  Sam. 
xvi  7,  “  For  the  Lord  seeth  not  as  man 
seeth.’^  Player  by  Br.  O.  A.  Skinner. 

Afternoon.  Prayer  by  Br.  Wm.  Morse. 
Sermon  by  Br.  S.  Streeter,  from  Psalm 
Ixxvi.  10,  The  xmath  of  mnn  shall  praise 
Ihee,  and  the  remainde-  of  wrath  shall  thou 
restrain."  Prayer  by  Bi.  T.  J.  Whitcomb. 

Evening — At  the  Meeting  Hovse. — Pray¬ 
er  by  Br.  L.  Willis.  Sermon  by  Br. 
P.  Dean,  from  Acts  xxvi  28,  “  Almost 
thou  persuadest  me  to  be  a  Christian.'*^ 
Prayer  by  Br.  N.  Wright,  jr. 

At  the  West  ViUar^e  — Prayer  by  Br.  M. 
B.  Ballou.  Sermon  by  Br.  S.  Cobb,  from 
Acts  X.  42,  “  /I  ncl  Ae  commanded  us  to  preach 
unto  the  people,  and  to  testify,  that  it  was  he 
who  was  ordained  of  God  to  be  the  judge  of' 


llavner  from  1  Tim.  ii.  1.  **  I  exhort,  there-  by  the  Society  in  Winchester,  the  pres-  Brethern,  when  we  consider  the  amount 
fore  that  first  of  all,  supplications,  prayers,  of  ^  unusually  large  number  of  Mi-  and  the  hind  of  opposition  which  we  have 
'intercessions,  and  giving  of  thanks  be  made  nistenng  brethern,  the  general  harmony  had  to  encounter,  from  the  prejudices,  the 
for  all  men^  Prayer  by  Br.  J.  Moore.  which  prevailed  in  our  counsels  and  deli-  pride,  the  narrow  and  mistaken  interests, 

'  Mernoon— Ordination  of  Tko’s  J.  Sawyer,  berations,  the  information  received  from  and  the  vain  fashions  of  the  vvorM,— and 
Introductory  prayer  by  Br.  E.  Case. —  various  parts  of  our  country,  and  the  de- 'yet  see  how  abundantly  our  humble  en- 
Sermon  by  H.  Ballou,  from  Eph.  iii.  8. —  vout  prayers,  the  lucid  Gospel  instruc-  deavors  for  the  advancement  of  the  caus« 
‘‘  Untome,  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  tions,  and  the  masterly  and  melting  music,  we  profess  have  been  suceeeded,  we  have 
all  Saints,  is  this  grace  given,  that  I  should  of  the  tabernacle  of  public  worship,  con-  great  reason  to  bless  and  praise  the  Lord, 
preach  among  the  Gentiles  the  unsearcha-  spired  to  render  the  occasion  a  profitable  to  lean  upon  him,  with  increased  confi- 
hle  riches  of  Christ  Ordaining  prayer  and  happy  one,  and  caused  our  hearts  to  dence,  and  to  be  even  more  diligent  and 
by  Br.  Joshua  Flagg.  Charge,  by  Br.  R.  exclaim,  “  It  is  good  for  us  to  be  here.” —  faithful  in  the  holy  service.  Surely,  we 
Streeter.  Right  hand  of  Fellowship  by  Two  young  men  of  good  promise  received  may  say,  “The  Lord  of  Hosts  is  with  us  ; 
Br.  Hosea  Ballou  2d.  Concluding  prayer  Letters  of  Fellowship  as  Preachers  of  the  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge.” 
by  Br.  C.  Gardner.  Gospel ;  and  one,  who  had  proved  himself  But  much  remains  yet  to  be  done  in  pul- 

Evening.  Prayer  by  Br.  W.  Skinner,  worthy  of  this  high  vocation,  and  deserv-  ling  down  the  dominion  of  darkness,  sin, 
Sermon  by  Br.  E.  Case,  from  Titus  ii;  11»  Ing  ol  our  confidence  and  esteem,  was  set  and  death,  and  building  up  the  reign  of 
12.  “  For  the  Grace  of  God  that  bringeth  apart  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  by  sol-  righteousness  and  peace.  And  every  be- 
salvatlon,  hath  appeared  to  all  men,  teaching  emn  Ordination.  liever  of  the  Gospelj  however  humble  his 

ns,  that  denying  ungodliness  and  worldly  By  letters  from  Societies,  and  oral  com-  sphere  of  action,  may  do  something  as  a 
lusts  we  should  live  soberly, righteously,  and  naunications,  we  received  very  encoura-  co-worker  with  Jesus  in  this  blessed  labor. 
(fodly  in  this  present  world.''  Concluding  ging  information  of  the  advancement  of  the  By  an  upright  walk,  a  meek  and  firm  dc- 
prayer  by  Br.  T.  G.  Farnsworth.  light  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  present  con-  fonce  of  moral  and  religious  truth  in  pri- 

MINISI’EKI.NG  BRETflKftN  I  RESENT,  tiition  and  prospects  of\he  numerous  soci-  vate  conversation,  a  reasonable  assistance 
Hosea  Ballou,  Sebastian  Streeter,  Paul’  engaged  in  our  common  cause.  The  in  the  support  of  the  public  ministry  of  the 

Dean  and  T.  J.  Whitcomb,  Boston ;  Ho-  m  Haverhill,  Mass,  received  an  word,  and  by  a  punctual  attendance  on 

ea  Ballou  2d  Roxburv  ‘  Thomas  Whit-  accession  ol  hlty  new  members,  during  the  public  worship,  to  enliven  In  his  own  heart 
femore,  Cambridgeport Sytaus  Cobb,  last  winter  &  spring.  The  society  in  Sa^  of  devotion,  and  to  help  to  en- 

\falden  •  Russell  Streeter,  Watertown  ;  I’®®  I’™®®  8®“^  thro  kindle  the  devotions  of  others,— by  these 

-  xaiui.'ii  f  X  _  _  ’  ^  nltprniltfk  cpncnnc  nf  ¥\rnc!rkpriftr  an/^  mnoaxc  xira  eexxr 


ir.  Lowell:  OtsA.  Skinner,  Woburn  ;  The  Letter  from  Cavendish,  Vt.  gave  ns  promote  the  happiness  of  others.  Hema, 
Lyman  Miynard,  Oxford;  Massena  B.  venr  pleasing  information  of  the  pow.h  render  himself  a  light  and  a  blessing  in 

Itkn,  Charlton  Nathaniel  Wright,  jr.  ‘hat  place,  the  world. 

.Attlebirongh;  limnel  Willis,  Salem ;  ‘h®  .'"“'>'“8  Brethern  in  the  Ministry  may  we  alt 

David  Ballon,  Monroe  ;  Menaies  Rayner,  f  *«.  Paapl'  •»  ‘h'  “""S’  "hieh  belong  he  /oith/n(.  May  the  precious  faith,  tile 
Hartford  Conn  •  Joshua  Flaes,  Hudson,  t®  their  moral  health  and  peace.  And  the  rich  hopes  and  consolations,  and  the  cx- 
N.  Y.  Samuel  c!  iiveland,  &ing.  Vt.  Societies  generally  from  which  we  receiy-  cellent  graces  of  the  Gospel,  which  we  in- 
Warren  Skinner,  Cavendish.  Vt.  j  J^i  ‘“formation,  api^ar  to  be  growing  in  culcate  upon  others  predominate  in  on. 
Ward,  Barnard,  Vt. :  Wm.  Bell,  Wood-  numbers,  and  especially  in  the  observance  own  hearts.  Let  all  narrow  love  of  self, 
block,  Vt.  ;  Robert  Bartlett,  Hartland,Vt  all  carnal  ambition  for  pre-eminence, 

Isaiah  Boynton,  Townsend,  Vt.;  Ezekiel  the  ^P®1-  be  swallowed  up  and  lost  in  a  supreme 

Vose,  St  Johnsbury,Vt.  Thomas  F.  King,  .  letters  which  have  l^en  sent  out,  love  and  devout  engagedness  for  the  inter- 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.  David  Cooper,  Wash-  P^*  the  several  as-  ests  of  the  Redeemer’s  cause.  In  this  way, 

fofrtnn  N  H  •  John  Moore  and  S.  P.  ®^»»tions  which  are  under  the  jurisdiction  and  in  this  way  only,  shall  wc  find  the 
Skinner  Lek’non  N.  H.  ’  I.  D.  Wil-  ®f this  convention,  and  from  other  Conven-  pleasure  of  the  Lord,  the  reign  of  truth 
liamson,’jaffray,N.’H.  ;Wil’liamS.  Balch  tions  and  Associations  engaged  in  the  ad-  and  human  happiness,  to  prosper  in  our 
and  Thomas  J.Savvyer,Winchester,N.H.  vancement  of  the  same  good  cau^se,  we  hands.  By  this  supreme  love,  and  devout 
PPNPRAI  PPISTLE  coming  from  the  east  and  faithful  engagedness,  for  the  interests 

To  the  Universulist  Churches' and  Socle-  “"J  the  s^,  of  the  Gospel  of  the  Universal  Saviour,  we 

ties,  and  to  believers  who  are  sesttered  ■"‘hn  kingdom  of  shall  not  scatter  and  destroy,  but  gather 

abnSad,  the  Ministers  and  Delegates,  '‘S'", ‘he  promises  delivered  to  and  feed  the  flock  of  Christ  ;  and  shall  be 

composing  the  General  Convention  of  .a*"'”!!’  ‘'"’““"'I.*  / 

Unifersalistsofthc  N.  England  States,  «f ‘hn  hght  of  these  Gospel  promises,  hu  ‘  other  »heep,-who  are  not  (now)  of  this 

andothers,  send  Christian  salnUtion.-  f  “Vtl/rid"  w™";!: 3  ^  I  “3'.l  ‘»y““'e'':er.v  weight, 

Grace  he  unto  you,  and  peace  from  God  ‘P  of  hatred,  and  wrath,  and  misery  and  and  he  sin  which  doth  so  easily  beset  ns, 

onr  Father,  and  frem  onr  Lord  Jesus  Tfre^s  men  the  di»^  and  let  ns  run  with  ptienee  the  race  that 

pi  •  ,  ’  It  frees  men  from  the  disagreeable  and  in-  is  set  before  us  ;  looking  unto  Jesus,  the 

BRPTHPRN—Throutpb  the  crooilness  nf  1*®*’’*’  striving  to  harden  their  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith;  who  for 

SeTntnuarcTvTnifon'^^^^^^^ 

love,  for  strengthening  each  other’s  hand,,  ,,  themselves,  and  to  rejoice  in  the  bless-':  *Per  order,  SVLVANUS  COBB. 
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CHRISTIAN  WARFARE. 

Soldier,  go— but  not  to  claim 

Mouldering  spoih  of  earth-born  treasure, 
Not  to  build  a  vauntiog  name, 

Not  to  direll  in  tents  of  pleasure ; 

Dream  not  that  the  vtaj  is  smooth, 

Hope  not  that  the  thorns  are  roses ; 

Torn  no  wishful  eye  of  youth 
Where  the  sunny  beam  reposes ; 

Thou  hast  sterner  work  to  do. 

Hosts  to  cut  tby  passage  through  : 

Close  behind  thee  gulfs  are  burning — 

Forward  !  there  is  no  returning. 

Soldier  rest — but  not  for  thew 
The  worM  spreads  her  downy  pillow  : 

On  the  rock  ihy  couch  must  be, 

While  around  thee  chafes  the  billow : 

Thine  must  be  a  watchful  sleep. 

Wearier  than  another’s  waking; 

Such  a  charge  as  thou  dost  keep 
Brooks  no  moment  of  forsaking. 

Sleep  as  on  the  battle  field, 

Girded,  grasping  sword  and  shield  ; 
Those  thou  canst  not  name  nor  number, 

Steal  upon  tliy  broken  slumber. 

Soldier,  rise— the  war  is  done  : 

Lo  !  the  hosts  of  hell  are  flying :  • 

’Twas  thy  Lord  the  battle  won ; 

Jesus  vanquish’d  them  by  dying. 

Pass  the  stream— before  thee  lies 
All  the  conquered  land  of  glory ; 

Hark  !  what  songs  of  rapture  rise, 

These  proclaim  the  victor’s  story. 

Soldier  lay  thy  weapons  down, 

Quit  the  sword  and  take  the  crown ; 
’j'riumph !  all  thy  foes  are  banished. 

Death  is  slain,  and  darth  has  vanished. 

j»{gccUang.  ^ 

From  Willis'  Monthly  Magazine. 

A  BEAUTIFUL  EXTRACT. 

“  There  is  no  sound  ot  simple  nature 
that  is  not  music.  It  is  all  God’s  work, 
and  so  is  harmonj. — You  may  mingle 
and  divine  and  strengthen  the  passages 
of  this  great  anthem,  and  it  is  still  melo 
dy— melody.  The  low  winds  of  summer 
blow  over  the  waterfalls  and  the  brooks, 
hnd  bring  their  voices  to  our  ear  as  if 
their  sweetness  was  linked  by  an  accurate 
linger  ;  yet  the  wind  is  but  a  fitful  play¬ 
er  ;  and  you  may  go  out  when  the  tem¬ 
pest  is  up,  and  hear  the  strong  trees 
moaning  as  they  lean  before  it,  and  the 
long  grass  hissing  as  it  sweeps  thro,’  and 
its  own  solemn  monotony  over  all, — and 
the  dimple  of  that  same  brook,  and  the 
waterfall’s  unaltered  bass  shall  still  reach 
you  in  the.  intervals  of  its  power,  as  much 
in  harmony  as  before,  and  as  much  a  part 
of  its  perfect  and  perpetual  hymn.  There 


is  no  accident  of  nature’s  causing,  which 
can  bring  in  discord,  t  he  loosening  recks 
may  fail  into  the  abyss,  and  the  over 
blown  tree  rush  down  through  the  branch- 
les  of  the  wood,  and  the  thunder  peal  aw¬ 
fully  in  the  sky  ; — and  sudden  and  vio 
lent  as  these  changes  seem,  their  tumult 
goes  up  with  the  sound  of  winds  and  wa¬ 
ters,  and  the  exquisite  ear  of  the  musi¬ 
cian  can  detect  no  jar  ” 

“  Nature  never  seems  so  utterly  still 
to  me  as  in  the  depth  of  a  summer  after¬ 
noon.  The  heat  has  driven  in  the  birds, 
and  the  leaves  hang  motionless  on  the 
trees,  and  no  creature  has  the  heart,  in 
that  faint  sultriness  to  utter  a  sound. 
The  snake  sleeps  on  the  rock,  and  the 
frog  lies  breathing  in  the  pool,  and  even 
the  murmur  that  is  heard  at  night  is  in¬ 
audible,  fur  the  herbage  droops  beneath 
the  sun,  and  the  se'ed  has  no  strength  to 
burst  its  covering.  The  world  is  still, 
and  the  pulses  beat  languidly.” 

*’But  if  you  would  hear  one  of  na¬ 
ture’s  most  various  and  delicate  harmo 
-  nies,  lie  down  in  the  edge  of  the  woods 
when  the  evening  breeze  begins  to  stir 
and  listen  to  its  coming.  It  thouches 
first  the  silver  foilage  of  the  birch,  and 
I  the  slightly  hung  leaves,  at  its  merest 
touch  will  lift  and  rustle  like  a  thousand 
tiny  wings,  and  then  it  creeps  up  to  the 
tall  fir,  and  the  fine  tassels  send  out  a 
sound  like  the  low  whisper,  and  as  the 
oak  feels  its  influence  the  thick  leaves 
stir  heavily  and  a  deep  tone  comes  sud¬ 
denly  out  like  the  echo  of  a  far  off  bas¬ 
soon.  They  are  all  windharps  of  differ¬ 
ent  powers^!  and  as  the  breeze  sweeps 
equally  over  them  all,  their  united  har¬ 
mony  has  a  wonderful  grandeur  and  beau¬ 
ty.” 

“  Were  you  ever  out  fishing  upon  a 
lake  in  a  smart  shower  P  It  is  like  the 
playing  of  beautiful  glasses.  The  drops 
ring  out  with  a  clear  bell-like  tinkle, 
following  each  other  sometimes  so  close¬ 
ly  that  it  resembles  the  winding  of  a  dis¬ 
tant  horn  ;  and  then,  in  the  momentary 
intervals,  the  bursting  of  the  thousand 
tiny  bubbles  comes  stealthily  on  your  ear, 
more  like  the  recollection  of  a  sound  than 
a  distinct  murmur.” 

WHEN  WAS  HELL  MADE  } 

We  are  told  what  day  the  heavens,  the 
earth,  the  sea,  and  other  things,  were 
created, — why  are  net  we  also  informed 
what  day  hell  was  made  ?  Was  it  not  too 
important  an  event  to  be  passed  in  si¬ 
lence  P 


USE  AND  ABUSE. 

Universalistst  are  said  by  our  oppo¬ 
nents  to  be  opposed  to  every  thing  sa¬ 
cred.  They  oppose  Missionary  Societies, 
and  all  other  benevolent  institutions. 
This  is  not  the  fact.  L^niversalists  do 


oppose,  and  that  must  earnestly,  the 
sponging  system  which  is  practised  by 
religious  highwaymen,  who  rob  widow’s 
houses,  and  for  a  pretence  make  long 
prayers.  But  they  are  not  opposed  to 
gospel  missionaries.  Jesus  Christ  and 
his  apostles  were  missionaries.  The  com¬ 
mand  was  to  ”go  into  all  the  world,  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,”  that 
is,  visit  every  town,  country  and  neigh¬ 
borhood,  preaching  good  news  and  glud 
tidings  To  such  missionaries  wearebv 
no  means  opposed. 

'God  wills  that  all  men  shall  be  saved — 
now  shall  bis  gracious  design  be  render¬ 
ed  null  and  void,  merely  to  gratify  the 
perverse  will  of  the  creature,  when  such 
a  gratification  will  result  in  his  endless 
I  perdition,  and  the  violation  of  the  purpo¬ 
ses  of  the  Almighty  P 

A  new  Universalist  Society  has  recent¬ 
ly  been  formed  in  Sutton,  N.  H.  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  which  is,  “  to  obtain  all  the  books 
written  by  Universalists.”  The  object 
is  truly  lauiiable,  and  we  doubt  not  that 
the  harvest  will  prove  the  value  of  the 
seed  which  they  have  sown  in  hope. 

SPIRIT  OP  ORTHODOXY. 

A  pious  Qeacon,  at  a  conference  meet¬ 
ing,  in  the  town  of  D********,  about  30 
miles  north  of  Boston,  addressed  his  au¬ 
ditors  as  follows,  “  My  friends,  there  is 
a  new  doctrine  going  about  now-a-days. 
We  are  told  that  all  mankind  are  going 
to  heaven.  But,  my  brethren  and  sis¬ 
ters,  we  hope  for  better  things.  ” 

PROPOSAL, 

By  T.  Fisk,  for  publishing  by  sub¬ 
scription,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  a 
Treatise  on  Divine  Government,  by  Dr. 
Southwood  Smith,  from  the  fourth  Lon¬ 
don  edition. 

This  work  is  too  well  known  to  the 
American  public  to  need  any  recommen¬ 
dation.  It  will  be  printed  on  good  pa¬ 
per,  with  new  type.  The  volume  will 
contain  from  three  to  four  hundred  pa¬ 
ges  12mo.  and  will  be  afforded  at  SI 
;l)ound.  Agents  who  forward  five  dol¬ 
lars  will  receive  six  copies.  The  work 
will  be  put  to  press  immediately.  De- 
I  positories  will  be  established  in  all  the 
principal  towns  in  the  country.  Orders 
addresed  to  T.  Fisk,  will  receive  prompt 
attention.  Editors  friendly  to  the  cause 
of  truth,  will  please,  to  ins-rtthe  above. 

Oc^The  Evangelical  Magazine  if  published  every 
otlier  Saturday,  at  $1,50  annum,  or  $1  only  if 
paid  in  advance  or  within  three  months  from  the 
time  of  subscribing.  Village  subscribers,  papers  per 
Carrier,  25  cents  more  than  the  above  price.  Com¬ 
panies  or  Agents  paying  for  eight  copies,  entitled 
TO  the  ninth  gratis.  All  letters  &c.  to  the  Editor  must 
be  post  paid. 

N,  B. — ^The  remaining  Nos.  of  this  Volume  will  be 
published  weekly. 

DOL.PHUS  SKINNER, 

triTORAMD  PROriUETOR. 


